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Dear Bishop Pursley:

By now you will have received the packet of six docu~
ments Ffrom Dr, Willism Storey on the Catholic charismatic

renewal.

I enclose my own reflections on the six documents and
orn Dr. Storey's letter which you might find helpful.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

/
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Reflecticns On The Six Documents On The Catholic Charismatic Renewal

Submitted By Dr. William Storey

All that I know sbout Dr. William Storey is good. He is a competent
historian end liturgist, a deeply spiritual man. He heas had a profound
effect on the spiritual lives of some leaders within the renewal, Indeed,
it was Dr. Storey who brought some of the national lesdership into the
charismatic renewal.

Criticism should be welcomed, listened to, and not rejected with undue
haste. I myself do not doubt that many of the accusations in these

. documents were true,

ALl of the documents refer to the charismatic renewal in one city,
Scuth Bend, Indiana.

Five of the six documents refer to one particular prayer community,
True House in South Bend. There is a second cherismatic community in
South Bend. The documents do not touch this second community.

The sixth document, by Josephine Ford, refers to a more general situation
in South Bend and to some leaders inlAnn Arbor, Michigan. However, mos?t
of the document refers to South Bend.

The national leader who was also a leader of True House and whom Francis R,
Hittinger accuses of immoral advances, was removed from his leadership
position in True House and he ceased to be a neational leader. This was
done by the Service Committee a year and a half ago, in 1973.

True House, as a charismetic community, no longer exists.
The author of the sixth document (Josephine Ford) has had a long history

of difficulties with the Catholic charismatic renewal. She has quarreled
with most of the national leadership. A number of her observations and

eriticisms are, in my opinion, valid. She is a person of some intelligence

end perception. However, her writings are not teken as seriously as they
should be because they are full of personal bitterness. BShe is an extremely
difficult person. Though small and fragile, she is a woman of iron determin-
ation. As an outsider, I sttempted to act as a reconciler between Josephine
Ford and the South Bend Community. Josephine Ford coldly and firmly rejected
my attempt and would not discuss the problem with me.

Tn her defense it would seem that Josephine Ford has not always been
hendled wisely. However, she is difficult to handle at all. OShe was
determined to become a leader in a community which did not want her as
g leader but was willing to have her as a member.



Reflections
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10. The accusations made in the six documents should not be extend:d beyond
South Bend, and most of them should not be extended beyond the now defunct
True House. No evidence is presented to indicate that the sit:ation they
describe is general. No documented evidence is given to show that the
renewal has fallen intc doctrinal error.

11. However, it is possible that sbuses and .errors exist elsewhere. In a broad
popular movement, with large lay involvement, there are sure to be problems
and sbuses. Theological expression, especially by untrained persons, is.
often imprecise.

12. A theological commission, under the bishops, examining the teaching of the
charismatic renewsl would be welcomed by the national leaders of the re~
newval.

13. These six documents are concerned mainly with a loeal situation in South
Bend, with a person who is no longer either a local or a national leader,
‘with a conmumity which no Jlonger exists. I do not see the documents as
sufficient reason for the Pope to refrain from celebrating the Mass on
Pentecost Monday for the Charismatic Congress.

Kilian MeDonnell
April 9, 1975



