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‘Whither "cha’rismatics-?

- NCR series:

Will church investigate
covenanted communities?

THE AMAZING growth of the Catholic
pentecostal movement or charismatic re-
newal with its hundreds of thousands of
adherents around the world has been wide-
ly reported. g

What has not been reported is the seven-
year-old movement within the charismatic
renewal toward “covenanted communi-
ties.” These are highly structured attempts
to provide envirc for bers to
live “more fully in the Lord” than is be-
lieved possible in secular society.

It was alleged abuses at one of these
covenanted communities, True House at
South Bend, Ind., that led Dr. William

Storey to call for an investigation of the
movement by the nation’s bishops: Storey’s

and as one of the founding. fathers of
Catholic pentecostalism, although he has
not participated in the movement for
several years.

In a series beginning this issue, NCR re-.
porter Rick Casey looks at Storey’s charges
and the church’s response to them. In fol-
lowing articles he will explore the demise
of True House and its significance for the
movement. He will describe life at the
largest and most influential covenanted
community now going, the 1,400-member
Word of God community in Ann Arbor,
Mich. And he will describe practices of
“headship,” healing, exorcism and proph-
esy, as well as teachings on male and fe-
male roles, courtship and marriage, and
submission. g

By Rick Casey
Special to the National Cathalic Reporter
SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Dr. William Storey,
Notre Dame theologian and one of the
founders of.the Catholic pentecostal move-
ment, is seeking a national investigation of
the movement. Storey’s efforts have drawn

criticisms were given qe_igg‘t_ by his_posi-
tion as arespected:Notre Dametheoldgian eop

the endorsement of his local- bishop and
severe criticism from a European cardinal.

In an April 2 letter to Bishop Leo Pursley
of Fort Wayne, Storey recommended that
a “top level” theological commission

‘undertake a national investigation of what
he called “dangerous tendencies” in the
pentecostal movement.

The letter was accompanied by written
statements by five former b of

House cited in the Storey dossier did exist
and were serious. But they charged that
Storey and the five who wrote the state-
ments exaggerated and distorted the situa-
tion. I ¥
Storey sent copies of the letter and the
statements to Pursley’s -auxiliary bishop,
Joseph Crowley, who lives in South Bend;
Auxiliary ' Bishop Joseph McKinney of
Grand Rapids, tho has serve.d as liaison be-

True House, a now defunct charismatic
community at Notre Dame. The statements
(see accompanying story) outlined a series
of alleged abuses by True House leaders
under the guise of the leaders}

stolic Dels is
iplofithe _‘(Ispo‘s.o Fc‘“ legate Archbishop

tween Catholic ders and the
nation’s bishops; Archbishop Joseph Ber-
nardin of Cincinnati, president of the Na-
tional Conference of Cathofic Bishops;

Jean Jadot;

Holy Spirit. - 3

. utting €
autocratic leadership of v
20s. Alleged abuses ranged from pressur-
ing students to lower their grade point.
averages out of “humility,” to a “break-
through ministry” designed to cure mem-
bers’ personality “problems” through late-
night sessions including general confes-
sions of sins and highly emotional exor-
cisms. These were allegedly performed by
the lay leaders, and members were in-
structed not to talk about the sessions with
their priest confessors. ;

In his letter to Pursley, Storey wrote that
the experiences of the five former mem-
bers were “in many ways typical, not only
of the now disbanded True House, but of
the movement as a whole and demand the
kind of ical and theological investig
tion that might bear fruit before more
serious harm is accomplished.”

Two of the movement leaders who in-
vestigated the True House situation, Father -
Killian McDonnell of St. John’s University
in Collegeville, Minn., and Bert Ghezzi of
Ann Arbor, sajd that the problems at True :

Bovent ofsthe
~ several o

‘Ordained
women offer

0 i Benelli, Vatican secre-
tary of state; Cardinal Leo Suenens
B Is, an active ber and strong pro-
charismat'rlgh_renewal

I : copies  sent. Stor
he wanted to inform responsible chu
leaders of what he sees as problems in
movement, and sent copies to m
leaders “as a courtesy.” : it

It was Suenens who, in a statement dated
May 1 and given to NCR by charismatic
leaders in Ann Arbor, attacked the Storey
dossier. Suenens called it “a grave lack of
justice and charity to reveal to a large
public ‘the weaknesses of some of (the

’s) s, thus cr g a
general bad impression of the charismatic
renewal in the States.”

“1 deplore also that such attacks have
been ‘organized’ and widely circulated,
with the purpose of influencing the pope
not to receive the Catholic charismatic
world pilgrimage for the Holy Year,”
Suenens continued. “This sort of plotiing
does not bear the seal to the Holy Spirit
and criticism done in such a way does not
construct, but destroys.” -

Storey, who was not given a copy of the

{Continued on next page)

eucharist

Albert de Zutter
NCR Natonal Affairs Writer

WOODS HOLE, Mass. — In spite of a

“godly admonition” from their bishop,
the people of the Episcopal Church of the
Messiah here went ahead with their de--
cision to invite two women priests to cele-

brate the eucharist in their church. -

Their action came after six months of
.discussions and study among their mem- -
bers of the question of the ordination of
women. They instructed their _pastor,
Father Charles L. Hoffman, to invite the
women — the Rev. Carter Heyward ai
the Rev. Suzanne Hiatt, both on the faculty
2 (Continued on page 3) 3
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JOY TO THE WORLD: No, President Ford hasn't joined the charismatic
movement. He was dancing in Romania with President Ceausescu. The

other pictures were taken at charismatic gatherings.
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= Presidont Ford picture. UPY: athers NC

comed by the movement so that it m:gl'u
correct the abuses that have Ied to itis

He added, “The good cardlnal must be
exceedingly sensitive to criticism of any

kind to construe my appeal to the proper .

and legitimate- ecclesiastical authorities
as ‘plotting.”

About two years ago, charismatic re-
newa! leaders came to South Bend to
investigate the alleged abuses of authority
and alleged “moral problems within the
group.” It was on the basis of this latter
allegation that one of the True House
leaders was pressured to leave. True House

£ disbanded about a year later.

“It seems that all the action was taken
before | knew about it,” said Bishop Pur-
sley. “It was never reported to me. How do
you stop a horse from running away when
you don’t know the horse is running away?”

Pursley said he would seek information
to see if Storey is correct in his contention
that many of the alleged problems of True
House conti intl “If there
is a continuation of these problems, | will
do everything in my power to stopit,”
Pursley said.

“But this is not simply a diocesan matter,”
he said. “It’s an international thing.”

) endorse Dr. Storey’s recommendatlon
fora " hec
“I would hope that an appropnate commit-
tee of bishops would make a presentation
asking the bishops to vote on whether they
think Storey” s prop | for an i gation
isa good one.”

Charismatic leaders have said they would
welcome an official investigation. In a state-
ment.on bebalf of the:Catholic Charismatic.

| Service C i agroup of na-
tional leaders, Kevin Ranaghan of South
Bend emphasized “our willingness to co-
operate fully with competent eccles-asn—-
cali gation of this lin
and in particular of those leachmgs, public
statements and events for which we are
directly responsible.”

Auxiliary Bishop Crowley said, “I am con-
cerned about the so-called breakthrough
ministry. | think that was a concerted effort
to shape the will. | know there is some of
that going on still. That’s what ought to be
investigat

- 1960 to 40 per centim 1974.

SIR3E, and That e proo
typical of other charismatic c

Storey'’s call for an investi
caught on at a national lev
Washington referred a
Gerard Frey of Lafayette, La,,
newly appointed ad hoc co
ops to maintain liaison
leaders.

Frey, however, stressed
mittee, which has yet to me
as a liaison. “An investiga
be within the competence o
mittee,” he said.

Frey said he had been se
Storey dossier by Archbishop
and would consult member
mittee before responding. He:
ever, that the letter was addres
sley and suggested that prob
those outlined in the dossi
sponsibility of local bishops.

Feminism, sing
related, reports

WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS)
demographer at the U.S. Bul
Census suggests that the fact dl
of marriageable women in i
years” may have contributi
the growth of the “women’sm
the ideology of the movem
buted to the increase in “si

Dr. Paul C. Glick made
in commenting on a Census
which reveals that the percer
women (ages 20 to 24 years)
riage has. increased from 23 p

The study says nearly three
women were enrolled in c
than in 1960 (3.5 million ver:
and  this - has been acco
“sharper increase”” in employi
women than among men.
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