COMMUNITY: Members of Word
of God, Ann Arbor. - Rick Casay

NATIONAL CATHOLIC REPORTER
Paged September 12. 1975

This is the fourth article in a series on
covenanted communities and leadership.in
the U.5. charismatic movement.

By Rick Casey
Sponi] o e Nettenc! Catialie Repertar ;

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — “The Catholic
charismatic renewal is a broad, diverse
and considerably unorganized movement
in which a variety of ideas and practices are
current,” said Kevin Ranaghan in an official
statement last May on behalf of the Catho-
lic Charismatic Renewal Service Commit-
tee.

The statement, which is very much the
image leaders here and in South Bend,
Iind., promote, was made in response to
criticisms of the movement by one of its

founders, Dr. William Storey, Notre Dame.

church historian.

The statement technically may not be
false. But left by itself it masks a more ac-
curate picture, which is that a few men here
and in South Bend wield extraordinary
influence over what the hundreds of thou-
sands of Catholic pentecostals and Protes-
tants associated with them in the United
States and elsewhere read, what they are
taught and what direction they are likely
to take.

In fact, far from being “considerably un-
organized,” the charismatic renewal is
supported and directed by a tightly knit
group of leaders who exercise absolute
control over a $1.7 million operation fuej-
ing the movement with books, cassettes,
conferences and an official magazine.

This group of men not only has de-
signed a seven-week seminar course used
throughout:.the movement to initiate new
members, but also conducts intensive re-
gional training sessions for leaders of local
prayer groups and charismatic communi-
ties.

The charismatic renewal is not organized
in a way that can be shown on management
charts as strictly hierarchical. But in'a move-
ment where members are expectant and
anxious for the word of God telling them
what to believe and how to live, control
over official teachings is a powerful force.
And the charismatic leadership exercises
precisely this control.

Structurally, this leadership is made up
of the 10 members of the Service Commit-
tee from around the country. In practice,
however, the most influence is wielded by
leaders of the People of Praise community
in South Bend and the Word of God com-
munity here, both charismatic communi-
ties dedicated to an “apostolate” of serving
the international charismatic renewal.

Two representatives of each of these
communities — Steve Clark and Ralph
Martin of Ann Arbor and Paul DeCelles
and Kevin Ranaghan of South Bend — are
among the 10 committee members. Their
influence is greater than their numbers,
however, because they are involved daily
in running the committee’s operations,
while the other members serve more. as
outside directors.

The operations conducted by the Ann
Arbor and South Bend groups are impres-
sive for their scope and sophistication.
Under the umbrella name of Charismatic
Renewal Services, they have nearly 60 per-
sons on a $25,000 per month payroll, plus
a substantial corps of volunteers. Persons
on payroll are paid not according to their
job, but according to the number of de-
pendents they have.

Steve Clark, the director of the opera-
tion, is single and receives $300 monthly.
Andrew Coles, controller, has a wife and
three children and receives $1,180. {This
is about half what he made as an accountant
for a real estate developer in Phoenix be-
fore moving here to join Word of God.)

The South Bend and Ann Arbor opera-
tions are seen as two divisions of one
corporation. Ann Arbor acts roughly as a
production arm, said Coles, while South
Bend serves as a retailer. The Ann Arbor
operation is crammed into a two-story
building which formerly housed the Uni-
versity of Michigan band.

“South Bend is running a $1.3 million

‘ mailing operation out of a basement o
said Cole, accurately describing  the
cramped quarters near Notre Dame. This
problem has been alleviated, however, by
the recent purchase for $150,000 of a nine-
story hotel in South Bend.

*From a financial standpoint, the ‘major
portion of the operation is the production
and distribution of books and tapes. The
charismatics have their own publishing

-house, Word of Life, which in four years

has published: about 15 books by move-
ment members. Three more. are in the
works.

The books, as well as more than 125
cassette tapes :of talks on charismatic
topics, are marketed through the Com-
munication:Center in-South Bend.

In addition, scores of books from other

publishers, selected “after careful screen-~

ing, according to marketing director
Steve Peterson, are distributed as part of
the Communication Center’s $1.3 million in
annual sales. (This is the most recent figure.
Sales have doubled in each of the past
three years, said Cole.)

What results in a reading and listening
list carefully chosen by charismatic leaders
for.-members of charismatic prayer groups
around the country. The handsome cata-
logue mailed to 83,000 movement- mem-
bers this summer includes the Word of Life
books and Charismatic Renewal cassettes,

Suenens turns criti
Jo Ford ‘adversary”

By Patricia Lefevere
Speciel to the National Catholic Reporter

MALINES, Belgium — The charismatic
renewal ‘movement will be done more
harm than good if the:book Pentecostal
Poise by University of Notre Dame theolo-
gian Josephine Massynberde Ford is pub-
lished.

This is the view of Cardinal Leon-
Joseph Suenens of  Belgium, who has

studied the pre-publication manuscript and’

found its criticisms of certain U.S. pente-
costal movements neither *constructive’’
nor done in a “loving way."”

in a letter to Ford, the cardinal said her
article “was not written in a spirit of critical
discernment but rather by one who takes
the position of an adversary. Also, the
criticisms. have a quality of personal bitter-
ness which obviously influence and di-
minish the necessary serenity-for an objec-
tive study.

As far as the content itself is concerned,
it seems to me that the writer too easily
schematizes the various charismatic groups
into ‘types.’ She mentions the good reasons
there may be for doing this. However, her.
criticisms of the covenated communities
as para-ecclesial structures are greatly exag-
gerated. These communities are fully com-
mitted to the church-and to her teaching
authority.”

The cardinal found fault with two specific
points in the text: “The oft quoted phrase

as well as a selection of other b
ing from mainstream Catholic

as Lois Bird and Jesuit Fathe
McKenzie, to classical pemte
Bob Mumford and Derek Prince

No material is included whig
with the major teachings of the
as determined by Steve -'
leaders here.
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Center’s sales are through the .
herd Program,” which provide
the literature tables set up ai
prayer meetings around the o
from the joyful fervor of a prag
participants turn to find in the
tables of books offering fur thy
on prayer, spirituality and life
leaders here and in South,
what is on these tables.
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‘normal church life is not er
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direction.”
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S, Belgium — “If you want to
our car,” said Cardinal Leon
enens, “then you have to ex-
part of the motor and the rest
hamcal system. But in the end if
it to go, then what you need
isgasoline.”
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dinal of Malines-Brussels, ‘Bel-
jexplaining to me how his current
h the charismatic movement
#d 10 the concern for the struc-
church which made him such a
jal figure after his famous press
lin May 1969. ‘At that time,” he
i insisted on institutional reform;
m msusttng more on spiritual re-
tin my view both are comple-
iparts of one reality — the logic
'[ "

ysiting the cardinal in this city
gels, where he has his residence.
ad the room quietly, dressed -in
_ s ascetic, with a deeply spiritual
become known for his bold-
gourage, but people do not usual-
iwhat it costs him to overcome his

4

memoir about him (Cardinal
a portrait, published by Hodder
hton, Ltd.) Elizabeth Hamilton re-
i the cardinal’s own word for this
fidence he has to fight is timidite,
it goes with a disinclination to
n or distress that at times makes
. anguish before he can bring
bintervene.

goming the charismatic move-
jost notable adherent, Suenens has
sw impulse to the devotional life
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. an attempt at c0p|ng

rent positions the way L'Osservatore
Romano can be read to find those of the
Vatican.

Phil' O’Mara, Word of God member in
charge of editing book reviews for the pub-
lication, said he has been given a list of ap-

. proved book reviewers by the communi-

ty’s leaders, O‘Mara was neither defensive
nor critical regarding this practice. The
New Covenant'is not seen as an open forum
for ideas, but as a teachmg tool, 50 such
arrangements make sense. But it:does indi-
cate the tight control of those who have

‘become the chief teachérs.

_ At least as important in determining the
direction. of the charismatic renewal as the
publications are the various conferences
arranged by Charismatic Renewal Services.
The largest is the annual international con-
ference, which draws tens of thousands to
the University of Notre Dame each summer.

This year the international conference
was held in Rome to celebrate Holy Year.
It drew 10,000 from around the world.

Regional conferences around the coun-
try each draw thousands who are not able
to make it to the annual international
conference. Participants enjoy an exciting
atmosphere of prayer and celebration; as
well as major talks and small-group work-

shops where charismatic teachings are pre-

sented.

Speakers ‘are carefully chosen. I ad-
dition, “prophecy” during prayer sessions
is_screened by leaders before being ad-
miited. (This is common.practice at large,
weekly prayer meetings around the coun-
try, partly to avoid the problem of mentally
unbalanced persons commandeering the
microphone.)

Another key element in the move-
ment’s direction are national and regional
leadership conferences directed by leaders

. here and in South Bend tc train local prayer

group leaders around the country. This is
perhaps the most effective way the-teach-
ings developed here are passed on;

One former national leader and speaker

enens, cardinal who
e in from the cold

which is the spring of all his actions, in-
cluding his ecumenism. He can never be
understood in terms of church politics. His
first writings, such as his book Mary, Moth-
er of God, were pastoral and devotional
and now his latest book, A New Pentecost
(Seabury Press, New York), with its impres-
sive_and moving witness, is pastoral and
devotional again.

Suenens is now in favor again in Rome.
When the pope embraced him during the
recent charismatic congress there, it was
compared to Peter embracing Paul. But
such an analogy recalls aiso that Paui once
opposed Peter 10 his face, and the cardinal
made it clear to me that he had not gone
back on any of his previous convictions.

On the contrary, his experience of the
shared life that is central to the charismatic
movement makes it the more impossible,
for. him, that the pope should ever be
seen in an isolated position within the
church. He quoted to me the saying of
Patriarch’ Athenagoras, “The pope needs
brothers,” and he smiled as he recalled a
phrase he had just been reading in the
Bible: “And now, my people, let us discuss

.things together.”

But the cardinal now is jooking forward
with a certain impatience past the contro-
versy between the left and the right in the
church. The extreme right, he told me, fails
to make the distinction between real tra-
dition and sociological tradition: “/So many
things which we think are traditional were
not traditional at all three centuries ago or
15 centuries ago.” The extreme left, on the
ather hand, “takes Christianity too much
as an ideology and tends to leave out the
living Christ."”

(Continued on page 16}

at these leadership conferences, who asked
not to be named, said he and other
speakers received outlines of their talks.
from Steve Clark. They then would write
out the full talks from the outline and
return them to Clark for final approval
before presentation.

Clark, Martin and others wield such
power, it should be.noted, not by coercion
but by virtue of the respect they have ac-.
quired as bright, mature and committed
leaders. Still, it is an awesome amount of
power, and an aspect of the movement
they take pains to play down.

The influence of Ann Arbor leaders
reaches into prayer groups around the
world in yet another way. In late 1969,
Ralph Martin was concerned that charis-
matics were being “baptized in the spirit”
in a haphazard and somewhat ineffective
way. To correct this he conceived of a
series of seminars which would serve as an
initiation to the charismatic renewal.

As developed by Martin and other
|leaders at Word of Gad, the course became
a set of seven weekly one-hour sessions
known as the “‘Life in the Spirit Seminars.”
in the course .of these seminars, new
recruits were given basic instructions on
teachings of the movement, and prepared
for the ‘‘baptism of the spirit”. and such
gifts’ as speaking in tongues.

In 1971, Charismatic Renewal Services
published a 183-page detailed manual for
members of teams in prayer groups around
the country to be used for initiation pro-
grams identical to that developed at ‘Ann
Arbor. Now in its third edition, the team
manual has sold more than 70,000 copies
and has been transiated into Korean,
Chinese, French, Dutch, Spanish, ltalian
and Sotho, a Bantu language spoken in
South Africa.

Finding New Life, a devotional booklet
for those taking the seminars, has sold more
than 250,000 copies.

Since developing the initiation seminars,
Word of God leaders have developed a
number of courses called “Foundations in
Christian Living”’ detailing teachings on
such subjects as sex and marriage, handling
of emotions, headship and submission and
so on. Manuals to promote the widespread
teaching of these seminars are in the works.

HEADQUARTERS:

Harris H
houses the Charismatic Reney
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Arbor. - Rick Casey ol
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We are men who' live in one small’ monostic community in
consecrated witness to the reality of Christ's presence in the world.
We live a life of prayer and work in the,spifit of our 1400-year-old
rule, seeking first the Kingdom of Heaven in confidence and joy.

From this essential base, we pray our witness will affect man’s

search for goodness and for justice.

We have present work to do as listeners to God's word, as
upholders of its truth, as teachers and as seekers.

The horvest indeed is ready, but the laborers are few.

If you are one who is saying in his heart, “Here am I, send me,”
it moy be that our monastery is the place to which our Lord Jesus

is calling you.
Reflect for o moment in proyer.

Write or call for a statement. in words and pictures that de-

scribes our Benedictine life,

The Rev. Luke Rigby, O.5.8., Prior

Saint. Louis Priory
500 South Mason Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63141
(3143 434-3712
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