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By KevinM. Ranaghan

[ ASKED myself this morning, was 1
hat 1 had invited Rick Casey to visit
ord of God community and Charis-
Renewal Services in Ann Arbor?
\ll, his articles have not been exactly
ng: Readers who know me will not
prised to, find that | think the NCR
on the charismatic renewal and
nt ¢ ities is s hat un-
ed.

ot that Casey'’s facts as isolated facts
bng. It’s the way he’s woven them
or, the overall impression that he
1at disappoints me. Somehow these
give the impression that the na-
Service Committee, Charismatic
al Services and covenant communi-
i the creation of a power hungry
«ist, male chauvinist clique, manipu-
auge sums of money to their own
s yet simple-minded ends.

{ld react by trotting out my own set
5, to present a quite different pic-
tould establish points such as these.
two million or so American Catho-
ught to be involved to some degree
tharismatic renewal, only a minority
jate in Service Committee spon-
conferences or receive instruction
h New Covenant and Word of Life
ind tapes.

5 anti-intellectualism, the Service
ttee and Charismatic Renewal Ser-
oard and staff are crawling with
MA’s and an occasional Woodrow
and Danforth fellow.

e renewal as a whole, and in our
of it in particular, there is a deliber-
ltual respect and equality between
es. Our work is characterized by
5 and sisters laboring together.
nds of women have come into
thristian ministry, preaching, teach-
aling, counseling; into positions of
ponsibility and impact.

ir- fundamentalism, 1. would point
d of Life’s publication of the Sue-
fonsored Theological and Pastoral
itions on the Catholic Charismatic
1; George Martin’s Reading Scrip-
the Word of God;"and Franz Muss-
hat Did Jesus Teach About the End
vorld?

id go on in this vein and paint a
fferent picture, one that [ think
be more true to life, but | don’t
use up this space to criticize Casey
nd ourselves. in fact, to answer my
3 question, ! am rather glad | in-
im in to have a look around. | be-
at for those readers who decide to
lerious look around for themseives,
{es, even if unbalanced, will lead to
#r, truer understanding of what is
5ing on"in the charismatic renewal.
it witl be of significant benefit 1o the
and to the world.

ach for response. | belidve the best
ny allotted space will be to lay out
iome of the basic principles of the
atic renewal and covenant com-
s. The whole point of the renewat
llesqs is a risen Lord and a living

e is not a far-away historical figure
id' in mystery, but quite simply the
God made man, whose obedient
rificial death and bodily resurrec-
ve made it possible for us to have
nity of fife with God.

d at the right hand of the Father,
simultaneously present to mankind
+ his Spirit, in his church. The gift of
ig love is certainly available to every
1al as he continues to be present in
t-filled body, the church.

Christians reading this will say, “If
vhat the charismatic renewal is
vho needs it as a special movement?
I, that's what all Christianity is
‘What is different about the renewal
warison with average Christian
llife, is that through it, millions of

M. Ranaghan is a coordi of
iple of Praise covenanted commu-

South Bend and a member of the
lauc 'Serwcef‘

harismatics - Ranaghan replies

Christians are experiencing in concrete, 5
life-changing, personally liberating ways, Sl
that this Christian faith need not be, just :
r;ous jargon,  but the fiber of everyday ®'
ife

thought, serving as he served, cross and all
We are called to be his dlsaples, to realize’
our powerlessness to walk in his footsteps
by ourselves. ¥

1 am not saying that the renewal has a
corner on this market. Many Christians, in
times past-and at the present, have come to
this personal relationship with Jesus Christ
by other roads. What I am saying is that
today in  contemporary America and
around the world, millions of Christians are
experiencing this grace-filled reality now,
by ‘traveling the road of the charismatic
renewal.

The charismatic renewal cries out in
today’s church that Christian discipleship
is possible only by the power of the Holy
Spirit. The Spirit freely given to us in the
sacraments of initiation is not some vague,
illusive ether stirring in the recesses of our
minds or flitting haphazardly about the
world. He is the personal presence of God,
the Spirit of the victorious risen Lord, in-
dwelling, empowering, - energizing and

Certain fundamental principles, which | direchigthelite otevery Christian:

believe are essential for full Christian life,
are being pr d by the r val. The
first is the practical need for personal con-
version. The gospel calls every person to
acknowledge his sinfuiness, his inner re-
belliousness, “his inability to live a life. of
love and justice by his own power.

The renewal proclaims that the power
for discipleship has been given to us in the
Holy Spirit. We are to take the Holy Spirit
seriously, believe in his presence, expect
his action. We are to look for his many
gifts, his-many ministries, and as we rise
from the slumber of nonexpectancy, to
recognize and use them as the tools of daily

Jesus calls us to a personal decision to
make: his death and resurrection, his aton-
ing sacrifice, his forgiving love, the founda-
tion of our lives. He calls us not only to
accept this gift of new life, but to_accept
him as Lord and ruler of this new life. That
lordship, that rule, is made present to us
through his Word, and through his’ Spim
in his church.

Thlrdly, the charismatic renewal, par-
ticularly in our established prayer groups '

new commandment: that-brothers and sis-
ters in Christ are to love one another with
the same kind of self-sacrificing, committed
love that Jesus had for his disciples and has
for us. The experiences of conversion and

(Continued on page 14)
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JOYFULLY Kevin and Dorothy
Ranaghan join with feliow
charismatics.

Secondly, the renewal proclaims the call
of Jesus that we follow him, living as he

- i

“. . . a book about looking
through Jesus into the mys-
tery we share with him. Its
presupposition is that words

- about Jesus are self-
involving. We do not dis-
passionately chat about him
and then go our various ways.
To talk about Jesus is to re-
veal the nature and depth of
‘our own investment in the
human adventure.”

Available from your Bookstore or:

THE THOMAS MORE PRESS
180 Nonh ‘Wabash Avenue, Chicago, |tlmo;s 6060]

_ Please enter my order for copy(s) of THE CHALLENGE OF JESUS
by John Shea at $7.50 each. (Postage & handling only 25¢ per book if
poymenf accompanies-order.)

D Payment enclosed. D Please bill my account #

- Name
% A_ddress
City 5 State Zip
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lived, loving as he loved, thinking as he

Christian life and service. i

and covenant communities, reaffirms the
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(Continued from page 9)

discipleship have led us to gather together
in communities so we can love one another
according to the mind of Jesus.

Love here is seen as the commitment to
lay down one’s life in service of brothers
and sisters. it is a determination to place
one’s natural abilities and spiritual gifts at
the disposal of others for their benefit. It

job of presenting these issues, although he
spends a great deal of time on them. Scat-
tered facts and snippets of talks have been
woven together to create a picture which
does not resemble well the commuriity |
life that we have been living for four years.
The issues of authority, sexual differentia-
tion, proper ecumenism and spiritual war-
fare are hot ones. With the exception of
ecumenism, they are unpopular causes
among many liberal Christians. And while

is a decision to resist the individualism, self-
ishness, competitiveness and materialism
of contemporary society by forming a new
society of Christians explicitly committed
to live for Christ by living for one another
and to offer that new way of life to the
world. -

These principles of conversion, disciple-
ship and brotherly love sound grandiose.
If they are not genuinely calls to action
from the Lord, and the authentic work of
the Holy Spirit, then. they are presumptu-
ous indeed. | believe simply that these

e i is all the rage, relationships
with more conservative Protestants are
often unwelcome.

1 do not wish here either to explain or
defend my own positions on these topics. |
will, however, state my belief that' what
covenant communities are learning about
these issues within the environment of
genuine brotherly love, is of extreme im-
portance to the survival of the church as
the effective sacrament of Christ in an in-
creasingly hostile world: tottering on the
brink of social, moral, political and eco-

basic thrusts of the chari T

nomic di

are the words and work of Jesus for the
renewal of his church and the furtherance
of his kingdom in our day.

It is in obedience to this call that we have
set ourselves to the work of conferences,
books, tapes, Life in the Spirit Seminars,
the formation of households and communi-
ties. These things we have done with some
outstanding success by God's grace, and
with some bungling by our own weakness.

1t is my impression that on the whole the
renewal is succeeding within the Catholic
church and other Christian communions.
The objectives and goals of the charismatic
renewal are being recognized as identical
with the basic goals of Christian life and
they are bringing forth new life in the
church.

There are, | believe, few orthodox Chris-
tians faithful to scripture, tradition and the
teachings of the church, who will take issue
with personal conversion, discipleship, the
exercise of spiritual gifts and the building
of more committed Christian relation-
ships.

Why then are we who have leadership
roles in the Catholic charismatic renewal
catching so much flak? One reason is that a
lot of members of Christian churches find
these basic principles unacceptable.

Their understanding of scripture and the
Christian faith does not have much room
for sin, and therefore, conversion; for
personal relationship with Christ; for the
actual presence of the Spirit of God in indi-
vidual or corporate Christian life; for the
value of prayer as the worship of a personal
God who is Father; for the reality of the
mind of Christ expressed through the
teaching authority of his church; or for the
reality of Jesus’ resurrection and his divinity.

Then cross fire comes from those who are
so embedded in the forms of their particu-
lar tradition that unfamiliar ways of pray-
ing or living and new cultural forms of faith
expression are automatically unacceptable.
They are orthodox enough, but their nar-

inhibits the freedom of the Spirit.
Opposition from these two sources has
been coming upon the charismatic renewal
for the last eight years.

But now there is a new opposition,
focused on different issues. Rick Casey has
seen the issues, and they frighten him. |
don’t think he understands them, and |
don't see how he could understand them
without much deeper contact with them.
These issues are the role of authority in
Christian life, the roles and relationship of
men and women, openness to elements of
evangelical Protestant life, and whether or
not Christian life is a spiritual warfare.

These issues are arising primarily in
charismatic covenant communities. They
are flowing from the experience of com-
munity life-based on the principles of con-
version, discipleship and brotherly love.
They are being articulated, studied and™
discussed by the same men and women
who first identified the more fundamental
principles of the charismatic renewal.

Casey, in my opinion, does not do a good
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_authority, relati

Just as we have had something prophetic
to say in the church about the fundamen-
tals of life in Christ and in the Spirit, we
now have something prophetic to say in
the church about God’s plan for order,
hip and love g his

presses

World."

aghan - prophetic

PRAISE: ‘A prayer of praise is pro
claimed by a crowd of men and
women, old and young. as the:
attend a service at the 197
Conference  on|
Charismatic Renewal at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame stadium. In|
the background is a sign that ex-
the meeting . theme,
"Jesus Christ is the Light of the

International

call

people. We will have to work hard to
our voice heard above all the flak. |
it is.of the utmost importance that we g
fair_hearing. History teaches us to expe
however, that prophets.with unpopul
words can:expect an‘avalanche of stol

That is'why the greatest consola
me at this point is a spirit of deep u
with and trust in the church. The
matic renewal is in the church and seel
serve the church. The renewal was bog
within the church and has Been nouris!
and guided by her care, teaching and i
cernment.

Participants in’ prayer groups and
nant communities have everything to
from an increase of oversight fro
church and from the bishops in pa
Like anything else in the church, the
matic renewal is not perfect. We
guidance and direction on the one
and the freedom to develop and
on the other.

Leaders in the charismatic rene
believe, will continue to be faithful
prophetic call to the work of
renewal and community building.
that the church will be a good mot
us; teaching us, encouraging us,
ing us, guiding us to grow more faithfis
according to the mind of Christ.
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REVISED
EDITION

The Resource Guide for Adult’Religious Education is an
encyclopedic referance designed to provide you with the information
you need about materials for virtually every kind of teaching

Whether you need a single pamphlet on one subject, or a
complete core curriculum, you will find the information in The
Resource Guide.

supporting adult education programs in dozens of subject areas can
be found in this 208-page, 8% x 11 inch book.

This second edition of the book, which leading educators have
called absolutely indispensable for every parish adult and_high
school level religious education program, has been completely
revised from cover to cover.

With the help of more than 25 experts and religious educators from
throughout the country, The Resource Guide gives you accurate
information about available materials, evaluates those materiais and
helps you decidle what you need for your own teaching situation.

Wherever there is concem for the continuing growth in faith of
adult Christians is where The f Guide bel Pastors and
associates, men and women religious, directors of religious
education, teachers, parents and others will all find The Resource
Guide highly important in their efforts to encourage and service adult

Just Released! b

Use this unique new book to —
e Plan your Educational Programs -
o Train your Teachers . .
e Centralize your Research
o Build your own Parish or-School Library
o Guide your Parish Liturgy Committees

o Renew the Life of your Parish

The unique, single-source reference to materials needed in aduit
(and high school) religious education programs. o

Hundreds upon hundreds of good ideas for building and-

F e AL U St

The second edition of The Resource Guide goes beyond the first
edition not only in its inclusion of hundreds of new entries, but also -
contains several new features: :

e The nine categories (some with subdivisions)
comes to the current divisions of the forthcoming
National Catechetical Directory, whichis expectedtobe
published in 1976. This structure makes your program
planning easy and effective. N

o Appendices containing a wealth of information have -
been added to the second edition. "

e A "How To" section specifi

ily on adult educati cx
oSpedalemphasisis'guvmlomsourcesrdaaadtome -

American Bicentennial. £
o Repetiive material has been largely liminated through
ion and c i ing up many

pag;s of hundreds of new items and ideas.

Whether you need a single pamphiet on one subject, or a
-complete core curriculum, you will find the information in The
Resource Guide. .

(and high school) religious education programs. Omr'dlrea or: gh your locat $9.95. i)
MATOMAL CATHOUE 0 1 enclose $. in tull e
(NCR pays postage and handling)- S
F
. 4 ) i ing) 3
e S Comray Mo c G O Bill me (plus 75¢ for postage and handling) - 3
P.O. Box 281, KANSAS CITY, MO 64141 ¢ 3itiortze Yoo CRarge DY, : ;
Please ship me___________copies of The Resource Guide for DB oricent:s {3 Master, Chseoe/ . &
Adutt Religious Education at $9.95 each.
Name. Bank number from iower left of card 5
Parish/Org credit card number :
g
Street Add ¥ . ~
‘expmation date Signamre
City. State. 2Zip. 59 e 7




