A Vision Of The Charismatic Renewal

by James Byrne
O give thanks to the
Lord for He 1ig good;
for his steadfast love
endures for evep!
Let the redeemed of the
Lord say so, whom he has
redeemed from trouble
and gathered in from the
lands, from the east and
the west, from the north
and from the south,

Some wandered in desert
wastes, finding no way
to a city to dwell in;
hungry and thirsty,
their soul fainted with-
in them,
Then they cried to the
Lord in their trouble
and he delivered thenm
from their distress;
he led them by a straight
way, til they reached a
clilty to dwell in.
Let them thank the Lorgd
for his steadfast love,
for his wonderful works
to the sons of men!
For he satisfies him who
1s thirsty, and the
hungry he fills with
good things....

Whoever is wise, let him
give heed to thesse

things; let men consider
the steadfast love of e
the Lord.  (Ps. 107) SN
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that we oould not under-
stand its magnitude. At
that tlme we certainly could
not even really begin to
lmagine the soope of what
He was doing. At this time,
three and one half years
later, we can only survey
what 1s happening with awe
and wonder. Personally, as
I travel from coast to
coast and from north to
south, I marvel at the
Spirit's work in so many
placss.

This renewal 1s not just
a matter of numbers--al-
though it already involves
between 10,000 and 20,000
Catholics--but & matter of
powerful transformations,
as well. To be involved in
the Charismatioc Renewal 1is
not like joining an organ-
izatlon or espousing certaln
devotions. Instead, it
opens a person's whole life,
relationships, and life
style to the power of God in
a radical way. The fruits
of this transformation are
simply amezing. In my own
experience, I have come to
know approximately 100
people whose lives have
been deeply touched by God
through this renewsl.
' with deep seated
onal and psychological
ms have experienced
power of Christ,
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by the deep seated desire
to minister to others
materially and spiritually
as individuals and commu-
nilties.
In short, the Charismatic
Renewal is an amazing
reality. It is a powerful
force which God seems to
have unleashed in our midst.
It is an historical =na
soclological phenomenon
which in a short time has
already demonstrated its
power and appeal. It is
something which even its
sharpest foes--the intel-
lectual humanists in the
Church--are being forced to
face and attack. To ignore
it becomes increasingly
difficult.
In the face of such
impressive evidence of
God's work, we would do well
to reflect upon His inten-
tions; as the psalmist
suggests, "Whoever is wise
se.let him give heed to
these things." We need not
look far to see God's pur-
pose. From the outset He
has revealed it to us. He
intends to renew His Church.
He longs for the full re-
newal of the whole Body of
Christ. This is what He
wants. We would be woe-
fully mistaken were we to
say in our hearts 'God
has forsaken His Church'
or to say'The time of the
historical churches has
passed.' Let there be no
mistake: what God has done
for us He has done for the
sake of His Church! Gog
wants to make her into his
spotless bride. Tpe prom-
lses of God do not e
He has not forsaken the
Church. He is always faith
ful, even when men szre un-
faithful. Apd for us, as
Roman Catholics, what that
means 1s that this renewal,
in its essentials, is for
c » for every
parish, for every diocese,




God wants every Catholiec to
live in the fulness of Hls
1ife and to live a Spirit-
filled 1ife. This 1s the
vision which God has glven
to us and the great strength
of the Catholic Charismatiloc
Renewal is that we have
held firm to that vislon.

Our Response

I It is important that we
grasp this vision because
our cooperation 1s important
to God. So often we fall
to see the importance of
our cooperatlion and impose
our ideas of the way God
should work upon Him. For
example, we think that God
is 211 powerful and so

should work with us as we
would with an inanimate ob-
ject--25 a2 man might work
with a hammer. He, however,
has zlways chosen to work
with us as men with free
wills. Apd so, our re-
sponse to God's actions makes
a difference. If it were
up to God alone, the Charis-
matic Renewal would succeed
in renewing the Church.
As 2 matter of fact, though,
it 1s up to us. That is,
He has done everything
necessary to make that
possible. The issue now
rests with us. -
We must be
recognizing ma
to thwart God
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sion, and finally sohism.
On the other hand, we can
look to examples such &s
the Franclsoan renewal Of
the 13th century to see
the fruit for the whole
Churoh whieh faithfulness
can brlng.

And so, our response

ery much. God
g::tsggag; ﬁa has revealed
a part of His will to use.
It is important that we
respond deliberately,
wholeheartedly, and gener-=
ously to Him. Our ory
should be, '"Here I am,
send me!' Alresdy we can
point to a few examples of
the results of & narrow
response through which a
few individuzls have left
the Church amid scandal
and dissension. It is
important to recognize that
God is not just calling us
to a religious experience.
Religious experiences are
of limited value. God is
really calling us to ths
full Christian 1life. It
is important that we see
that we are called to be
more than a prayer group
movement. God is calling
us to be assemblies of
pralse in which we gather
primarily to worship Him
and listen as He speaks.
And it is importent thet
nd our relation-

potentislly deeper
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Historical Perspective

The significance of the

ic renewal and
gﬁzriggggnse becomes
oclearer when it 1s con-
cidered in its historical
perspective. At thils time
and place 1in history we arg
confronted with the phenom-
enon of an increasingly
secular enviromment. This
i1s something which many
deplore. It 1s, however,
a fact. This society ang
1ts 1deals have less ang
less to do with the idealg
of Christianlty as time
goes on. From a nominally
Christian society in which
Cnristian morality was the
1deal (though not necessar-
11y the practice), our
society is opting for
standards which are inim-
jgal to Jesus and Hig
Church. Marrisge is a
good example. Twenty-five
years ago Our Lord's
teaching on marriage was
socilally acceptable., To-
day, divorce 1s acceptable
even among Catholics. Ang
among the young the idesls
of fidelity, loyalty and
commitment in terms of
sexuzl relationships are
increasingly alien., Laus
and socilal codes are
ceasing to reinforce
Christian morality and many
ére wavering. Abortion and
the family could also serve
as examples. Indeed, it is
fast becoming the case that
the values and idezls which
this society and its in-
Stltutions foster are self-
lshness, individualism, and
egotism.

In the face of this
8écularization, attitudes
and Strategies which wers
based on different social
Ccircumstances require
Shenge. Apd as the struc-

tures whion formerly sup-
- Ported Aperican Catholic
.1fe are collapsing about
the need for a new
tegy becomes more ap-
8ach year, It is
Ore of the greatest
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significance that what God
is dolng through the Charis-
matic Benewal answers real
needs of the Church in this
time of unprecedented
ochange. The Church today
is 1n the midst of what
Pope Paul has accurately
descoribed as a crisis of
faith. Large numbers of
Catholics are confused about
the signiflcance of Jesus
of Nazareth for thelr lives
and an 1influential group of
secular humanists 1s active-
ly prompting views which
elther de-emphasize or deny
personal faith in Jesus.
In the face of this crisis,
it is significant that num-
bers are finding a deeper
personal commitment to
Jesus &s their Lord in the
charismstic renewsl. Thsir
desire for common worship
and pralise 1ls egually im-
pressive.
The Church 1s also in
the midst of a severe
leadership crisis. Her
natural leaders, and es-
pecially the priestly order,
are experiencing a large
scale ldentity crisis often
compounded with a faith
crisis. The result is a
leadership void. And
seminaries offer 1little en-
couragement thzat this crisis
is being met. On the other
hand, through the charis-
matic renewal there is a
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wide varilety of leadershilp
from lalty, prlests, and
religious. The groups seem
to foster indlgenous leader-
ship. Again, pastoral
theologlans eloquently
predict severe pastoral
orisls, but are unable to
offer practical solutlons.
Pastoral structures and
methods which formerly
worked do so no longer.

In the charismatic renewal,
however, vital Chrilstilan
communities are emerglng.
They encompass a varlety

of life styles and voca-
tions. Within them, house-
holds tend to emerge which
provide a primary environ-
ment, while the whole group
provides a social context
in which all essential
spiritual and most essen-
tial social needs can be
met. And, as fewer Cath-
olics find themselves pre-
pared to share the Gospsel
and the number of converts
generally decreases,
through the charismatlc
renewal nominal Catholilcs
are being brought to a
living faith, other Chris-
- tians are entering the
Church, and non-Christlans
are being baptized in im-
pressive numbers. These
developments are signifi-
c ar ' - nowhere

Church where such thilngs

are occuring on such a
large scale. In fact, they

offer a glimpse of a new
strategy for the Churoch--
one which has proven 1ts
effectiveness in the face
of a hostile culture. That
is the strategy of the
early Church. It focused
upon living Christlan com-
munitiss which realized the
Body of Christ in a glven
geOgraphioal situation.
uch communities are be-
ginning to emerge througnh
the charismatic renewal
and already it 1s possible
to envision several units
in each parish grouping.
The charismatic renewal
then should be a source of
great hope and encourage-
ment to what often appears

as a beleaguered Church and
merits the prayerful atten-

tion of all €athellcs.

"I am not asking you to re-

move them from the world,

but to protect them from the

evil one. They do not belong

to the world any more than

I belong to the world.
(In.17:15,16)

A NEW NAVE
We feel that the title
"The Pastoral Newsletter"
no longer adequately de-
scribes the function or
goals of the newsletter
Since the functiom and goals
have changed considerably
Since the newsletter was
begun two years ago.In
short, we need a new name.
We would like to get your
ldeas and suggestions since
phis newsletter serves you.
We want to change the title
(Continued on back vage)




