TRUE HOUSE, INC.

P. O. Box 26 e NOTRE DAME, INDIANA 46556 e (219) 234-4434

Angust 13, 1973

Dear Brother or Sister,
May'the Peace and Love of scur Lord Jssus Christ bs with youl

I am sure that you recall from the True House Weskend how sincs
the outzet of the charismatic repeval here at the University of
Notra Dame Jim Byrne has been working long and hard for the
kingdom of the Lord. After the outbreak of the remewal in 1967
Jim experisnced difficult years of poverty, hardship and that
continued as he and Peter worked to minister to the atudents at
the University in whatever way they could. By the swmsr of
1971 there were a handfull of students Who had remained faithful
to the Lord and were interested in camrinity. Jim was called on
again at this time to use all of his vital energiss to encourage
thesa young Christians and help them coms to an undsrstanding of
commmity. In the Fall of 1971 after much talking and many tears-
22 brothers and sistera wsre able to Cor® tO an agreement on the
covenant of True House. This milestcne did not <cause Jim's work
to end but it increasad his responsibillities as he became a Co-

ordinator of the community.

Gradually as the years have gone on Jim's Tecspensibilities have
incrsased to the point whers at the begimming of last fall he
was the head of two not-for-profit corporations (True House and
Charismatic Renswal Services), He was very active in the Service
Committea and still a Coordinator of our community which was
doubling in size each semaster. Jim has been working at full
steam on all of these arsas for well over a year. Many people
have besen acttely awara of the strain that Jim has bsen under-
going for thase last siz years and the toll they were taking on
him. Many of us hoped that he would fing time for a rest bu:
therz has never bsen an opportunity for him to get the rest that

he neads.

presidsnt of Charismatic Ranswal Services. Aftar conaulting his
Spiritual advisor and others Jim has dacided to go for several
months on an extendad vacaxzion, resigning from the Servica Com-
mittee and Charismatic Renewal Services. The vacation will give
him & chance to receive medical attention and also will give him
a chance te lst the Lord restors his spiritual life,
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FPater and I were concernsd that vou would haayr about this frow
one of us before the community retrast. The rest of the community
herg in South Bend was informed of Jim'z decisica thiz last Wodw
nesday night. ALl o7 us agroed thet it would mot b2 in charity
to zpend time talking idly about Jim's lesving. It would be
lmportant that this secesszary step »ot scome a sourcse of pamic
for bhrothers and sisters around the couantry 80 I would ask yoas
not o spend time talkismy absut this wizh others withsr, Plsase
writa to Peter or me with gquestions. :

I want to assurs you that the Lord is mot leaviag uz in chacs
but there will be a real directios and cace fortkhe community in
Jim's abscence. BDefore Jim laft he met with Peter and ms to
- discuss the care of the cumamity. 7The three of vs decided that

until the retreat in the Fall that Pster and I along with the
Pastoral Council »f Jim Burke, Muria Difato, Scn ¥sed, and Paul
Scheuarman will hazd the commmity. : -

Jim asked m® to share® with you how ho himsalf would have liked
to rmeain arcund until tha Fsll retreat so that ha could talk
with you bafore he laft. The fatigue that Jim has undergone
will prevant him from doing that, and he has asked me to write
thiz letter for him bhacauss of the pross of affaire that had o
be haadiad before ha could leava, B zonds you his love and asks

for wour prayers.

Along with his love, I send mine., I think ihat tho words of
Paul to the Thasgsalomnizns are for all of the commumity nows
Rejoice aiwvays, pray constamtly, give tlmnks in all circum-
stances: for this is the wlll of Ged im Christ Jesus for you.®
(1. Thess 5;16-i8). It is a time to pray for one aaother, for

Jim and for the whole community.

Ioeking forvard to sesing you in thw Fall.

Tour frothers

vorl nd Betar



