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We must strive to be failth-
ful to Him, knowing that He

is faithful to us as we grow
toward that which 1s promised.
His name is God-with-us. His
home is among menj His King-
dom is comlng.
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The following testlmony
comes from a mother and
daughter (Edith and Marla
Difato) who are members of
the Potomac Community.

The Jesus of Nazareth
whom I met five years ago
is truly a God who contlnues
performing miracles today,
as yesterday and tomorrow.
I know - for He hasn't
stopped for a moment. Your
experiences must be pretty
much like mine - conversion,
Baptism in the Holy Spirit,
gifts of the Spirit, inner
peace, joy, new vitallity in
devotions to the Eucharist,
love of the Scripture, a
power to witness with con-
viction and the greatest
of all, a Covenant Community
and I could go on and on
but when I asked my Friend,
Jesus, what He would have
me say to all of you, £
think He would have me
share the vision he
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five children, Maria, Joey,
Mike, Jack and Lynn.
repeated this act of con-
seoration daily until the
day Jesus gave me a com-
plete sense of trust that
each member of my family
would receive the fullness
of His Spirit. I began to
pray with each of the
children when a situation
allowed. We had never
done this before. I shared
freely with my husband all
that Jesus was doing in our
life. This kind of sharing
led to Michael's trusting
the guidance of the Lord in
family relationships and
business transactions.
There are a few things
I would like to share as a
six year old mother.

LA e in wh
.aQqu Tl

L)

-- George Martin

3545 3 36 45 B 363 4030 3 I 6 42 e I 34t teae e

of my daughter, Marisa,
which is a testimony of how
Jesus keeps Hls promlses.

—- Edith Difato
Potomac Community

Ag I pray and write this
witness for the honor and
glory of Jesus, 1t 1s my
5ond birthday, the feast of
the Annunciation of the
Blessed Virgin Hary. As I
attended the Liturgy thils
morning, I was reminded
during the homily that this
very day, some 1900 years
ago, was the beginning of
our Bedemption - the con-
ception of Jesus by the
Holy Spirit. I was also
reminded of all of the
years I refused to clalm
the promises of Jesus as
my personal Savicr, but more
than this, I was reminded
of the day-to-day healing
and love that the Lord has
bestowed upon me durlng
these last two years of my
life.

For years prior to this
time, especially during my
last years of High School,

and my first years of
college, in my pursult of
spiritual fulfillment, I
began totally intellectual-

1zing God and my relation to
the Church, and found them
both to be quite irrelevant
to my state in life. I was
readling all available books
about God and Eastern
Mysticism, and came to

knnw all g this "Cosmic
God", but felt it was im-
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possible to personally
know and really feel a God
within myself, or One who
really loved me. At this
time, I was also heavily
into drugs, and becoming
more and more lnsecure

about life in general.
But somehow the Lord was

already working in my life,
and showing me only He
could change lives. This
became evident as I ob-
served my mom's 1life ohange
from one of "gettlng
through another day", to
one of complete joy and
real inner peace. She
would even wake us up each
morning smiling and sing-
ing as she cooked break-
fast, instead of hasseling,
and i began to realize
there must be something to
this Jesus she talks to.
I 2lso remember us turnin
to the Lord in prayer as
studied for finals many
nights, and somehow this
time of study became very
fruitful, not only as far
as grades were concerned,
but I lsarned that Jesus

listens even to trivial

matters such as these

About this time, -
intrigued to find
"modern mystic",
Laubach, was
home for '

noment, the real beglnnings
of a life of peace and
fulfillnent began to be
manifest in my heart for the
first time. #As I shared

this with my mom, we cried,
thanked the Lord and

opened the Soriptures to
John's Gospel and the
promise of Living Water
which will turn into a
spring inside, welling up
into eternal life, My
conversion had happened at
the ocean only a day before.
I knew I wanted thls spring
to well up in me, but also
knew I couldn't live on my
experience alons.

In my pursuit of
spiritual renewal, the Lord
led me to the Potomac
Prayer Meeting through my
mom, and shortly thereafter
I was prayed over for the
fullness of the same Spirit
which I had received at my
Baptism. In humor mixed
with seriousness, Jesus
showed me also that in
order for this Spring to
truly well-up (and it had
really been dried up for
19 years), I needed to
know dally, in a fuller
way, what fo was asking
of me, and that only by
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I would truly like to
pralse and thank the Lorad
as He has been especlally
plessing mom and me over
the past two years, not
only as a mother and
daughter, but as true
gisters in Christ through
our day to day prayer and
seemingly endless hours of
sharing our new lives 1n
Jesus. I would also like
to praise Him for glving us
the opportunity to wltness
in many of the area paro-
chial schools, as a mother-
daughter team, to the
living reality of Jesus
Christ, and for the trans-
formation which has been
taking place daily within
my own family as the Lord
draws us into a deeper and
closer unity within this
primary community which
He has blessed so beauti-

fully.

-- Maria Difeto
Potomac Community
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This year's National
Conference of the Charis-
matic Renewal will once
agaln be held in South Bend
Indiana, The dates for the -
conference are June 18,19
20. For registration 1nfo;-
%ation wrlte: Registration
I.0. Box 12, Notre Dame,

nd, 46556, For accomodations
Information write: Rooms
P.0. Box 12, Notre Damg,'Inﬂ,

46556,




