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We rejoice in the way of salvation which God has opened
to us through Jesus Christ. ' We accept the New Covenant which
He has made with us through His own Body and Blood. We believe
that this Covenant is made with the whole Church, living and
dead. We declare that we are in communion with the Holy Roman
Catholic Church and Her Pope and Bishops, We believe that we
are called to be part of the one Body just as there is one
Lord, one Spirit, and one God and Father of us all.

We also rejoice in the special call which God has given
to us. We believe that He is calling us to be True House.
We have heard this call through His Word, one another, His
gifts, and the desire He has put into our hearts. We believe
that He is calling us into a holy association with one another
in order to decpen His work of sanctification and salvation
among us. Because of this faith, in order to yield more fully
and generously to His grace, and for the coming of His Kingdom,
we commit ourselves to True House. In so doing, we take heart
in the exhartation of the Second Vatican Council encouraging’
voluntary associations which promote a closer harmony between
daily life and faith.

We commit ourselves fully to one another as brothers and
sisters, entrusting our lives and welfare to the love which He
has placed in our hearts for Him and one another. We commit
ourselves together and individually to seek and to assist one
another in seeking His verfect Will in all things. We commit
ourselves to ordering our lives and to helping one another to
order our lives to His will as He reveals it, We subordinate
everything to that Will, knowing that our ways are not His ways,
and wanting to follow His ways at all times. We consider this
to be a solemn and serious agreement into which we have
freely entered in good conscience and in faith.

In joy and peace, therefore, we turn to God and ask Him to
bless this Covenant which we make with Him and one another.
Freely and openly we declare that we belicve that this is a
primary way He wishes to use for our sanctification and we
willingly ask Him to so use it.

We agree to love one another as brothers and sisters in
Chrigst,

We agree to assume responsibility for maintaining the )
community order.

We agree to assume responsibility for supporting a program
of initiation and formation.

We recognize the publicly designated ministries of
Conrdinators, Handmaids, and Servants and agree to support,
respect, obey correct and pray for them as heads of True House,

We agree to assume financial responsibility for True House.

We agree to be held to this Covenant and to hold one another
to it.
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i S OVENQHT AND COMMENTARY

\I; We ﬂgmge to 1ove one another as brothers and alsters 1n Chrlst\d

e All of our relat;onshlps must be fully in Chrlst. We belleve
\ﬁ;that Jesus is Lord and Christ (Acts 2136), We believe that God
~ has set Him over all thlngs (cf£. Eph. 13 20£f and Col, 1:15 20)
 We believe that Jesug is wmrthy of all worship and praise. B
(cf. Rev. 519ff)~ We accept as true the teachings of scripture
,understood in the Church. Consequently, every member Of True i
~ House seriously commits himself to a sincere love of the truth
/ (cf. John 11173 3:16-21) since Christ Himself is the truth.,
i \\(John 1436) Every member of True House commits “imself to
~° grow in personal holiness, to daily personal prayer, to grow in
e ,opennese to God;s Word ‘and to obey the ﬂommandments and the :
\gba51c moral law.
i Our love for one another must be an ordered 1ovc.u W@
-Q{Qrecognlze that not everythxng done in the name of love is 1OVE.
. In the flrst place only those actlons and thoughts which confess
~ Jesus to be Lord are true. (I John 5:10- 11) Secondly, all our
,fgralatlonshlps musb be founded on agape love and rmght reason. \
It was this 1ove Wthh led Our lord to lay down His life for us.. oo
~ (John 15:13) It is this sacrifice and service which we recognize
~ to be the only acaeptable basis for all of our relationshlpa,\ i
. We regeﬂt the patterns of emotionally based and erotic relation-
 ships which are common to the world about us and hold fast to
~ the standard of r61at10nsh1ps which Our Lord has called us to,
- We recognize that there is a wisdom in love, and that certaln\‘ \
\\thlngs are approprlate to some relatlonshlps and 1nappr0pr1ategf~,
~ to others. We commit ourselves to seek perfect charlty 1n all,h“
\our relataonshlps,y s N
o We recognize that Our Lord has called us to have a Spealalg
i 1ove of the brethren (phllad@lnhla) who afflrm the Christian
it faith. This love of the brethren we hold in special esteem.
~ (Gal. 6:10) We alsn hold in ‘high esteem the practice of Christ;anx\
\,,\hospltallty. We seek to maintain good will with all men, We
~ consider it a special burden of love to share the rlChes wthh o
‘f‘GOd has bestowed on us through Christ.
i We agree to forgive one another from ‘the heart and to seek
\forqmvenwss should we offend a brother or sister. (Col. 3:13) \
\  We agree to be held to these agreements and to othrt,‘rebuke,
Jny and encourage one ancther. We count on one another to hold one :
another to these agxeements.\ We conslder fallure to do so a
qserloua breach of charlty.\ (Gal 6:2) \ T

o

. \\\\II;; We agree to assume reggonsmbllxty for malntalnlnq the
communltv order. i : \ S {

A common order is necessary 1f a communlty is to exlst. This
is espoclally the case with an intense community. If th¢ngs\are\
- to be done in common, there must be an agreed upon. ‘common way-
\\For ‘there to be order, thls common way must bind all the 1nd1v1~
wuﬁuals who have agreed upon. it. Inasmuch as they have agreed to
. a common course of action, they have rel;nqulshed thelr freedom
Of choxce w;th regard to that partmcular a¢t¢on.g\\ A




\ll; We agree to assume responsmblllty for malntalnlnq the  :\~\”
e communltz order.gum S i S : e
\ Contlnued from pre 1ous page,ﬁ\

The common areas of concern Wthh are affected by the commun~ o
lty order are: order of assembly, households, hOSpltallty, and
\teachlng.\ i

LhIn order for thlS order to be Just, 1t 1s necessary that
\everyone in True House have an Opportunlty to express his or her
opinion about the common agreements which make up the communlty

L order. These agreements—~00nmun1ty Agreements and Specific

Agreements--must be reached in Communlty Assemblies and announced\
by the Coordinators so that there can be no confu31on as to what
we have agreed upon.\\y\

: Having agreed upon norms and standards of behav1or, everyone

: must be bound by these agreements and must ag ree to hold one
another to them and want to be held to them. \ \

i III,f We aqree to assume rospons1b111ty for supportlnq a. broqram

of 1n1t1atlon and formatlona

G Inltlatlon is +o be undcrstood as pass1ng from a Way of 11fe\
: out31de True House to one inside it. 'This llfe must be founded RS
~ fully in Christ with repentanco and falth, it must be fully open
- to the work of the Holy Splrltoy There is a need then for a

\full transformatlon,\ This is a call to a new way of 11fe, : \
In thls process, we make the dlstlnctlon between "1n1t1ation"§”
\;and "formatlon"\ Initiation applies more properly to those first
~ stages of a person's entrance into the community. It includes

~ the Life in the Splrlt program and continues until an 1nd1v1dua1

\chooses not to contlnue in 1t or until he or she makes a Temporaq\
~ Covenant. The formation program begins with ‘the Temporary
- Covenant and contlnues until an 1nd1v1dua1 has made a formal

H‘ o\Dubl1C commltment to the communltjt\

ki The program is deslgned to bring a new person to a bas;c
\p\stablllty as well as Chrlstlan maturlty (or else 1n a p081t10n

~ to become mature.)

~ No one should be prayed w1th to receive the Bartlsm in the\
\Holy Splrlt by our communlty unless there is a serious desire to
come 1nto our community and unless we are able and ready to help

 him or her. The Initiation process is the spec1a1 responsibility i

of the Coordinators.
At each stage there is a need for pastoral dlscernment about
who ghould continue. This is espeCLally true before affirming
an underway covenant and the public covenant.\ ThlS dlscornment
will be exercised by the Coordinators.

~ Initiation is a corporate process. It shoulc 1nvolve a. team
‘whenever pOSSlblG,\ The team should be conscious that it is in th
love shown by them for one another that the essentlal nature
of our community will be communicated.
\ The communlty assumes the responslblllty for supportlng
and encouraging the process of 1n1t1at10n/formatlon accordlng to
the establlshed order.\: ‘ K
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\\\We recognlze the_publlaﬁmlnlstrlea of Conrdlnatnra, Handmamds\xx\\
 and Servants and agree to support, respect, obev, correct :
anﬁ wray for thom as heads of True House.

\;Resn0n51b111ty of uubordlnatea ‘
. We recognize the need for des;gnating certaln l@adﬂrso~_ \
We agree to be in a relation of subord;natlon to them with regard
tO the common life of True House We recognlze that this role
\1nvolvas an actlve re&ponﬁlblllty for the llfG of the communlty
Siaa i ondour part. We reconglze ‘that there is a call for a special
R \Qj%gvi ?f those selected 1n thls mlnmstry.\(IThes.\Sle and Heb.
S 117 { ; o i
| Raspnn31b111ty of Heads Ly
. The Cuordlnators have an overall responalblllty for the llfe‘
i jof True Houae and its public m;nlstry, as well as its reglonal
| \\ﬁand natlonal mlnlstrles‘ They have a SpeC1a1 responslblllty for\\
RSt \guests, new members and those in need of special care.. They are
DRI responsible for maintaining the communlty order accordlng to the
SRR \Covenant and Communlty Agraements,\ (I Peter 5:1 5 Mt. 20:25 28\\

*VQ\ We agree tc assume flnanc1al respon51b111ty for True Houqe.

: We agree that our sharlng as a communlty lw not merely
ial matter of sharing spiritual things but also material thlngs,
and we w111 ‘be seeklng more w1adom on thlS matter. i \




We agree to be held to this Covenant and to hold one
another to it.

We consider it to be charity to remind one another of the
pledges we have made to one another. We count on one another
to remind us of our pledges and in a spirit »f gentleness to
correct us if we should in any way violate it. If a brother
or sister sees someone violating the Covenant and fails to
serve him by bringing this matter to his attention, he has
wronged the person who was commiting the violation and has
himself violated the Covenant.,

The Covenant represents a serious and solemn commitment
on the part of all who affirm it. Its terms are to seek God's
perfect will for ourselves and one another. It is not, how-
ever, an..irrevocable commitment nor a vow. An individual re-~
tains his freedom to withdraw from it. Should an individual
become convinced that ikt is the Lord's will for him to go
elsewhere or to withdraw from True House, we commit ourselves
to joyfully support him in that decision.

Leaving or withdrawing from the Covenant is not, however,
purely a private decision. It is to be hoped that in the
spirit of fraternal charity an individual would not arrive at
such a decision without having prayerfully consulted some Of
the brothers and sisters, as well as one of the Coordinators.
while this consulation is not, strictly speaking a binding
requirement, it certainly represents in a serious way the
epirit in which the Covenant was formulated and the way of life
and sharing to which True House is committed. To act indepen-
dently without having even consulted a brother or sister would
violate that spirit..

The Covenant has been formulated with the understanding
that there will be some who will reside in South Bend on
a temporary basis and others who intend to make their
commitment to True House a long range commitment. Our
intention is that the commitment be a full one for whatever
range of time and that the question of staying or leaving be
one which can clearly be resolved in the Lord. It is only
to be expected of each of us and all of us that we keep our
hearts open to the Lord's will in these matters becausce our
ways are not His ways.
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THE COVENANT AND COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS

There are three types of agreements ‘nto which we will enters
1.) the Covenant itself which will commit us to one another and
to True House in a formal and serious way.
2.) a series of Community Agreements about common life style and
common patterns of life, Those areas of our life which
True House wishes to reserve as common will be bound by
these agreements. They will serve as basic principles for
the everyday life and activities of the community.
3.) a series of Specific Agreements which will be agreed upon
for specific time periods and which during those time periods
will have the same affect as Community Agreements, but
which will be revised as circumstances and situations require.

This method of determining common life might be compared to
the American gystem of government in a sense. There is a basic
Constitution which is a solemn agreement which defines and limits
all other agreements which Americans enter into. Thig Constitution
can be changed, but only by serious undertaking. On the other
hand, there are a number of laws which are passed by the Congress
which regulate the normal course of affairs and which also set
the general principles by which the ideals and agreements set forth
in the Constitution are to be interpreted. For instance, the
Constitution permits the government to tax . and lays down several
conditions. The rates, forms, systems, etc., however, are deter-
mined by laws which can be changed by another law. In the same
sense, the True House Covenant will set forth the general princi=
ples which bind us together, while Community and Specific
Agreements will determine how these principles are to work them-
gelves out 1in our common life.

Such a method has several advantages. It provides for a
basic agreement which preserves and clearly states the general
principles. At the same time it is loose engugh to provide
considerable flexibility with regard to actually carrying out the
general principles. The importance of this method is that the
Covenant does not spell out the means by which the ideals are to
be carried out. By agreeing to general principles separately,
we are able to adapt them as experience and the Lord teach us
without changing the basic agreement. The Covenant thereby becomes
a simple statement which in a few words describes the basis of
True Houge. It is something which can be readily understood and
remembered. Furthermore, the basic agreement does not need to be
changed every time some extcrnal circumstances forces us to do
something differently. For example, if, after a period of time,
the True House Community prayer meeting were impractical on a
night we had agreed upon, we would not have to change the Covenant
in order to agree upon another time.

By stating only the essence of what we have agreed upon, the
Covenant remains a stable living agreement even in the midst of
considerable practical change. The True House Covenant expresses
the basic principles which the Lord has been teaching us about our
common life, These principles are not just methods or ideas which
we have dreamed up, but ways which He is giving us by which we can
be sanctified if we want them and accept them in faith.




THE COVENANT AND COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS~ - - Continued, p.2.

It is important that the Covenant be accepted in faith
because it expresses the call which we believe God is giving us.
In assenting to it, we are saying "yes" to a way of life which
we believe God is asking us to live. Such an article of faith
and for faith ought not be tampered with lightly lest it become
a scandal to our faith. The Community and Specific Agreements,
on the other hand, provide us with a means of flexibility wvhich
is vital to any living organism., Changes which are not basic,
therefore, can be easily made without in any way undermining our
common basic commitment.

The following is an outline of the areas of Community Agreement:
T. "“Covenant and Community Agrcements"

II, Community Order

A.) Assemblics
B.,) Houscholds
C.) Hospitality
D.) Teaching

TIT. Initiation & Formation

IV. Ministry

V. Finances--Stewardship




| A,

| B.

II. A
IT. Community Order
A. Assemblies

I, Community Asscmblies,

Some activities are to be designated as "community

assemblics of the Covenant community.®

These are of three sorts.

1. A regular weekly meeting

2. Special meetings to be called by the coordinators and
designated as community assemblies; the coordinators
are to notify cach covenant member of these meetings.

3. Periodic meetings: there will be at least two
community retreats, one before the opening of each
semester; the coordinators are to make a decision
about a third retreat to be held at the close of the
spring semester in preparation for the summer.

Each member of True House is to consider attendance at

community assemblies a serious obligation.

The decision NOT to attend a community assembly is not

a private decision; it is to be made in consultation

with another member of the community.

The person consulted in such a case is to inform the

coordinators if his brother or sister will not be

attending a community assembly.

Community agssemblies are open only to members of True

Houses others may attend only by invitation from the

Coordinators, under one of the following conditions:

1, Someone who is involved in the process of initiation
into community.

2. A community guest, at the discretion of the Coordina-
tors (this might include visitors who are part of
other covenant communities or corce groups, or those
who are invited to participate in the teaching
ministries or special cases.)

II. Community Activities

A,

Community activities are different from community

assemblies. Types of gatherings which would be classified
as community activities include¥

1. Regular activities anyone may attend (such as Mass)
2. Regular activities open only to True House members
but at which attendance is not may 'atory (such as growth
groups)
3, Special activities (such as social gatherings)

a. For .True House only

. Open to anyone

¢, Semi-public, with some procedurce of invitation
Community Activities (as opposed to activities community
members happen to attend, singly or together) are
sponsored by the community: we agree to take the respon-~
sibility of supporting them by praying for them, financin
theom, and respecting rather than undermining them,
whether or not we actually attend each,




II.

IT.B

I1. Community Order
B, . Households

Recommendations

The purpose of these recommendations is to focus on the

relationship between Brue House and the households in

which its members live,

a. It ig desirable for every community member to belong
to a hougsehold.

b, A household is the environment in which the constant
care, cncouragement, and responsibility which the
members of the community have plgdgcd to one
another workes itself out in ongoing, daily relation-
ships. A household should provide its members with
a stabilizing and canctlfylnq pattern of relation--
ships ordered to an explicit commitment to Jesus
Christ as Lord.

c.For a houschold to be a stable part of the community,
there should be an explicit commitment to one
another including an agreed upon pattern of life
and relationships, a common understanding of purpose,
and an accepted order of making and implementing
decisions, including an agreed upon headship.

d. A houschold, while good in itself, is not sufficient
unto itself and must always be considered in the
context of the whole community. Its relationship
to the community is like that of an organ to the
body of which it is a part,

e¢. Good order must be supported and roes pccted by all~-
headship in the household, headship in the communitys
the agreement of hous ehold members, the True House
Covenants; the ord#rof life in a household, the
community order,

£, The formation of houscholds by community members
is of opc01al concern to the community and should
be done in cooperation with the Coordinators.

Community Households

a., Households which wish to have the community formally
agsume responsibility for their welfare and to assume
responsibility as a household for the life of the
community can be formally recognized as a Community
Household. Upon request of a household, Coordinators
will determine whether a particular household meets
the conditions agreced upon by the community, and
make recommendation publicly at a community assembly
where it would be acted upon.

b, The responsibility of True House to a Community House:

hold ds to’ protect, preservae, encourage, and care
for it and to respect its order and integrity.

¢. The responsibility of a @ommunity Household and its
members to True House is to assume responsibility
for the life and good order of the community. It
agrees to be subordinate to the community order
in the following areas:




HeBnre,

II. B Households, con't.

guests and hogpitality

order of assembly

new members

entertainment, partics, and dinners

apostolic activities

and in other areas which may be agreed to and
announced ag part of the order of the community,

d. Both the Community Household and True House-~especially
those in publicly designanted ministries~-agree to give
and accept correction and admonition should these
agreements be violated in any way.

IT. C

II. Community Order
C. Principles of Hospitality

i.) Hospitality is a Christian responsibility. The
scriptures admonish us to show hospitality. (cf. Heb. 13:2;

Rom, 12:13) St. Benedict in his rule taught that all guests
should be received as Christ. (Chapter 53 ). Our Lord has told
us that what we do for the lecast of the brethren, we do for Him.
(Mt. 25:40).

2.) Hospitality means sharing materially and spiritually
with those who come to us the life which the Lord has given to us.
3,) iospitality affects the whole community in some way,
and so, is subject to the order of the community and to the order

of the respective households.

4,) There are personal guests and community quests. Persona
guests are the responsibility of their host. Community guests
must work out with the Coprdinators and respective households the
reasons and terms of their stay. These conditions will be
considered the norms for all relations between guests and the
community and both agree to be correctéd and admonished should
they fail to follow them,

5.) Hospitality to the community guests is the responsibilit:
of the whole community. Adminigtration of community hospitality
is the special responsibility of a Gommunity Servant, the
Guestmaster.

6,) Guests will be expected to respect the community order
especially with regard to teaching, giving spiritual direction
or advice, and prophesying.

7.) The households which receive guests are to be conscious
of their serious responsibility before the Lord and the whole
community. A household should receive guests graciously
promptly advise them of household order so that no misunderstanding
can take place, and provide for their nceds and comfort. It
should especially be conscious of the spiritual needs of
guests and should share generously the fruits of our common
life,




ITI. D
IT. Community Qrder
D. Teaching
1.) Teaching is an important means by which the ideals and
goals of our common call are brought to the attention of the
comrunity and clarlflcdn

2.) Teaching ig used by the Spirit to effect the renewal
of our minds and hoartwg (cf, Rom. 12:¢1-2.)

3.) Such teaching can cnable us better to understand and
attain our gowlo throuwh helping us judge the standards and claims
of the world in the light of God's plan and revelation. (cf. John
2:15-17; John 16:8~11.)

4, ) All teaching in True House must be faithful to God's
revelation as set forth in scripture as understood and explained
in the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. (cf. Dei Verbum) .

5.) We believe that Jesus has established in His Church
Bishops who are our shepherds and teachers. We welcome and
submit to their teaching. We also recognize the teaching ministry
of priests,

6.) We recognize that the Lord has also conferred teachlng
gifts on other members of the Body. Such gifts when employed in
sibmission to the teaching and orcder of the Church can serve to
build up the Body. (cf. Lumen Gentium #12) In nur own assemblies,
this gift ig respected and encouraged.

7.) We hold the Coordinators of our community ¢specially

esponsible  to provide for sound and orthodox teaching which lead
us to greater fidelity to our call. They will be expected to hold
us faithful to our common ideals and to prevent tecaching which
might be disorienting or harmful to the common good.

8.,) We assume respongibility to grow and deepen together
in our understanding of the Gospel. Opportunities for ongoing
teaching and formation which arc provided for by the community
are to be taken very seriougly. Every member of True House should
be constantly seeking to appropriate teaching to his life and life
style.




III. Initiation/Formation

The respongibility for establishing a program of initiation/
formation rests with the Coordinators. The following represents
a bagic outline of that prograin.

1.) An explanation session at one Mass per weeck. The
Charismatic Rencwal would be described.

2.) The Jesus Retreat. This retreat would outline the need
for a commitment to Christ, God!s plan of salvation, etc.
~~~BOTH OF THESE EVENTS WOULD BE OPTIONAL AT THE DISCRETION OF
THE COORDINATORS. THEY ARE SUGGESTED BECAUSE THEY RIPRESENT
STAGES THROUGH WHICH ONE MUST GO,

3.) Lifce in the Spirit sessions. (Necessary)

4.) Community Retreat (Nocossary) This retreat would give
candidates an opportunity to consider True House as an option
for them, They would receive an explanation of what True House
is and would have the question posed to them: "Is God calling
you to True House?®
~~=AT THIS STAGE THE FORMATION PROGRAM WOULD BEGIN FOR THOSE WHO
ANSWER "YES"™, AT THIZ TIME, IT WILL BE IMPORTANT WHERE. 3R
POSSIBLE FOR AN INDIVIDUAL TO BECOME A MEMBER OF A HOUSEHOLD.

5.) Temporary Covenant. The Coordinators would talk with
the individuals who had made the Community Retreat and invite
those who were interested and, in the opinion of the Coordinators,
able to make a Temporary Covenant to the community to do so.

They would be invited to the Core Meeting, introduced, and have
an opportunity to publicly address the coommunlty and voice
their commitment. This should be attended with the laying on of
hands by the entire community.

6.) Foundations course. Thosc affirming the Temporary Cove-
nant will be expected to attend the Foundations Course which will
introduce them to the varied aspects of community life. During
that time they will have an opportunity to understand the call
of Christ to qwnctity, to study the obstacles to their Christian
life, and to re-examine their personal rolatlonshlpuu During this
time, it would be appropriate for the individuals to learn about
the prayers' for healing of memories and deliverance. (This
must be judged by Coordinators.)
~=-=-BY THIS STAGE, THOSE IN THE FORMATION PROGRAM SHOULD BE
RECEIVING REGULAR COUNSELING FROM A MATURE MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY
AND SHOULD HAVE FORMED A COUNSELING RELATIONSHIP WITH THEM.

7.) Private Retreat, After the Foundations Course, the
individual should be encouraged to make a private retreat
supervised by one of the Coordinators during which he or she
serlously faces the question of whether or not to make the public
commitment to the community and to affirm the Covenant. By
this time, it should be clear whether or not God will bless this
relationship with the community and he should decide whether he
wants to make it stable and regular.

8.) After consulting with the Coordinators and upon their
recommendation, he will be presented to the entire community at
a designated communlty asgembly. At that time he will make a
public commitment to the community and will affirm the Covenant
and the community will receive him or her as brother or sistcr.




IV. Ministry
A. CGeneral Principles

1.) The Holy Spirit gives ministry gifts to every Christian
which are for the uphuilding of His Body. As the Second
Vatican Council states, "alloting His gifts'to everyone according
as He will' (I Cor. 12:11), He distributes special graces

among the faithful of every rank." (Lumen Centium, 12)

2.) Our Lord entrusted the Apostles and their successors,

the Bishops, with certain ministries which are foundational

to the life and well being of the Church. We believe that the
College of Bishops with its Head, the Pope, are the Shepherds

to whom Our Lord has entrusted the responsibility for and
authority over the whole Church. (cf. Mt., 16:18-20; Eph. 4ff.)
3.) We recognize that in a Christian community within the
Church, the Spirit gives particular ministry gifts which are for
the welfare of the whole group.

4,) We recognize the need for publicly designating certain
ministries for the common good and the life of True House.

5.) In no way are we attempting to parallel or contradict the
hierarchy of the Church. Rather, we are anxious to submit in
every way to our pastors and Bishops.

6.) The authority for these publicly designated ministries
proceeds from the common discernment and agreement of the whole
community.

7.) The publicly designated ministries will be modelled accord-
ing to the example of Our Lord, the teaching of scripture as
understood in the Church, and especially the life of the carly
Church.

B, Mutual Responsibilities
1.) Those in publicly designated ministries assume responsibilit:
for a special carc and concern for the whole life of the
community and the sanctification of cach member especially througi
their personal example,
2.) The whole community, its households, and cach member
assumes responsibility to love, encourage, okey, correct, and
pray for those in publicly designated ministries.

ies:
1.) We recognize three orders of publicly designated ministries:
Coordinators, Handmaids, and Servants.

2.) The Coordinators, Handmaids and Servants share a special
responsibility for the welfare of the whole community,

functioning according to the agreed upon division of responsibi-
lities, and maintaining communication for the proper ordering

of community life.

3.) The €oordinators have overall responsibility for the life

of True House and its publicly designated ministries, as well

as its regional and national ministries, They should care for
each member of the community, and especially new members,
community guests, and those in need of special care., They should
preserve, uphold, and protect the order of tho community
according to the Covenant and the Community Agreements. The
Coordinators assume joint responsibility for decisions and

aroe subordinatge to one another in agrecd upon arcas of competence.
4,) The Community Scrvants are regponsible for Administration
under the supervision of the Coordinators. (cf. I Cor. 12:28)

C, Deflgéglgesg nggggigéc functions
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IV, C. Continued from previous page.

5.) The Handmaids share the responsibility for the pastoral
ministry of the community and support the overall work of the
Coordinators by their advice and prayers. They have special
responsibility to serve, encourage, and minister to the women
of the community, as well as women guests, new women members,
and women who need special care.

6.) Public designation occurs when an individual is proposed
to the Community by the Coordinators, tested during a trial
period, and formally appointcd after consultation with each
community member affected.

D. Pastoral Ministry
1.) The Coordinators should encourage every member of the
community to establish a regular counseling relationship with
a mature member of the community.
2.) The advantage and importance of spiritual directiaon from
a wise and prudent priest should be recognized.
3.) DMinistry to those who need special care is an important
part of the community life, Agreements which are reached in
these situations must be respected as part of the Community
Order,
4,) Potential leaders should receive from the Coordinators the
type of attention necessary to develop thelr gifts so their
service may benefit the whole community.




1.)

2.)

3.)

4,)

5.)

6.)

7.)

9,)

10.)

V. Finances

We cach agree to be responsible financially for
ourselves and those dependent on us,

We recognize the importance of insurance so as to
proevent accidents from making us a burden én the
community.

We recognize the dangers of idleness and believe
that everyone should not only support himself, but
should be dutifully employed. (cf. 2 Thes. 3)

We recognize the desire to share personal property and
encourage this practice, since it helps prevent
selfishness. Nevertheless, we recognize the respon-
sibility we have not to take advantage of one another

or to in any way infringe upon one another's generosity.

The need to care for borrowed prperty and to reimburse
expenses incurred must be recognized,

We agree to hold a common fund which will pay for
expenses incurred by community activities and projects.

This fund is to be administered by the Community
Servants and records are to be kept which are to be
openned to any community member on request.

Expenditiures from this fund mist be authorized by
the Coordinators. Major financial policy would be
agreed upon by the Community.

As a community, we will sct aside 10% gross of our
common money as a portion for the Lord.

We encourage members to tithe regularly since all
money is the Lord's and greed is the root of all evil.
(cf, I Tim. 6:10) Everyone should earn what he
needs and some extra for good works.

We encourage all members to contribute regularly to
the community.
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s0o0f @ physicel bullding Lut e PEUpLt,
osef Latholic charismatic community celled into covenant
Catholics=woommoned entirely of Roman Catholics
==ip faithinl and loving obedisnce te the Chureh and her bishops
==knoun and approved by our Lishop
=egrateful for the grace of the ordained priesthood and blessed by the
sacramental and teaching ministry of Godig sgrvants omong ws

~eneurished by regular asd froquent participation in the sacramente

ch&ri&m&ticz«w&xpari@ncﬁm@ the verlity snd pover of Chrier oo transform nen’e
idves end relationships through baptism in the Holy Spirit and
flie ongoing work of conversion and healing

=outilizing the charifsnatic gifts {oueh as Eonguas; propheecy,
logpired toaching, and henlingd to sarve and build up the body
of Ghris:

=ef powmunity rooted ia prayer, personal snd corporate

communityte=a paople who.have asked God unt to sonetify them as individuals but

tu tveat them as one, to wmake of (hem one holy body, to sanet ity
them through cech other

==the enity Christ exparienced with His Father snd proniaed to Wi
fallowvern ,

==& people who believe Jesus iz Lord and are siziving to center thair
individual and commern lives on Rim, %o put on His heset end mind

»=the Kingdon of God baginning to be manifested in spase and Uime,
e kingdom of 1ight set on e hill as a witness to those liviag in
the darkness produced by the values of this world

wenot only during prayes and worship but living topether and growing
in gharing our lives, our Joys, our esves; and our decisions

talledse-together for no natural reagon such as simlilarity of affinliey
weproceading in falth, in rosponse to the sall of God, and in love for
that esli and for this body He has ealied togathep

sovenantie-together not by accident but by intention end cholce
=ocommitted to cooperate with God ag He wmakes wa one in True House
==a people who have said to one another, "1 swveader myself completely
to Cod dn Cheisty I promise to love you ag brothers and sisteve, and
to be loved by you in True Housze,"
=win covenant relationship since September 13, 197

THE MEMUERS OF TRUE .UQUSE ARE s

el incredible familyl

0060 in number as of Januery 13, 1873 (heving grown from 21 im September of 1971)

sosprodoninantly nale (17 wemon)

seodl undergrads, thres graduate and one lew studenty others cuploved st Notre
Dame, in Bouth Dend, or by Cheriemeric Renewsl dervices

soomarried (four couples), single, and celibate voecations

sertuwe professed sisters in addition o 1oy members

sov@vVerage age 23, youngest 18

oscfvom 20 diffoersnt states

suolnt tan houscholds, two one and efght of fwcampuy

A NEMBER OF TRUE HOUSE...
eools ot & member fust beceuse he desires to be, or 1ikos whet ho sses hnre.
eochas o genuine call from God to thie way of life and salvation, snd both he sud
the cosvdinaters recognize this in Foilehe
sosh8s gone through the Lifz in the Spivit Heminavrs ond o True House Weekend and
has made a covenent with the wnole ecommunity,



A HEMDER OF TRUE NOUSE {eontinusd)e..
vosdts Dy hio sovensnt only beginnlng the soricus business of belng transformed inte Christ
»eois taking advantege of the Foundations series, individusl vounseling, the sacras
wments and spiritual divection, and pawticipation in the commmity and his hovess
hold to begin to put an & whole mew wsy of thinking and batng centored on Uheiut
and devoted to the coming of His kingdonm
verd® Joined to the community not 'so much in space and tize as in attitude of hoays
esetdoes not promise to live in South Lend for the r-st of his life, o to mainteln
& particular etate of 1life, but does belisve that God will not lesd him ss an
individusl apart fyom the community, but that cven the decision 96 o elsewhers
is to be submitted o his Lrothers snd sistors, trusting thet God will work and
gpaak through then
socknows that God has intended in True Houvse a work that will lase theough Cine and
iz consldering his own vocation in the light of thet roality

A BOUSEHOLD 18,..
evoi unilt of frowm 2 to 12 members living together amd wcoring for eaeh other on & daily
baole
onvd place to lasrn o dis to cmeself in lovieg
suo@ gymup of brothere or elsters shaving regular prayer, wesls, diseusaion, vesreation,
sarvice to the community, and responeibilitics
soaft unlt with a besd and en sgreedeupon methed of couing to decinionsg

SOME OF THE THINGE TRUF HOUSE DOES TOGFTHFR ARB...

eaegathier once a week for o covenant meeting which includes mase, dimner, charing,
tesching, and prayery this weeting io centyal in our Life togethay, and sn ine
dividual cannot choose not to 2tbtend withowt submitiing that decision toe a brother

seeB0 awey together at the begiuning of cach semester for a reiveat whers God's word
Lo owe cen come into clesrer focus and we con renew our commiiment o Him end to
one another and ratdfy the direction {n which He {s lsading ua

coetelebrate the Bucharist topether daily as a commwnity, whexe our wnicy is o veal
witneas o God¥s precences keop Lent and feasts togethor

esegather for mocial events and pavties, cepecially as part of Sabbaih rescroations
hold special dinners at Thenksgiving ond Passever

ccotipporh &0 apostollic preyer meeting at the University of Notwe Dame oncn a week.
vhere the good news ls procleimed to these sesking nev 1ife

swatponsor MJesus Retreats” to introduce people to Christ and the mosning of baing
s Christian, sepecially st Notre Dame

suobiiniater not as dndividusls but as a body snd in feems to those sesking the Lopd

esoleond nev people to roceive new 1ife thyovgh the "Life in the Spirit Beminsva®

sowsponsor True House Weakends where those who bhave reccived the baprtism in the Holy
Spirit way enter woze desply into the meaning of Trus Houca and £ace the cusstien
of thelr own reletionghip to the commmity

sooBeyve a nationsl chevimatie vetreat program fo conjumetion with Fatime Retwcat Houss

seoprovide teaching for those who have becoue members of Trus House on growth ia the
Bpirit through twe fourteen-wesk serics of courses eolled "Foundations in Christian
Living" /

woosponsoy dndividusl retreats end special minisiry for particuley noods

seoBorve the national chariemetic venewal by purting on the snnesl Internabionsl
Conference, by sending teams to speak to groups ip olher vlaces, end by welcoming
gussts Lo sheve owr 1ife in Tres Vouse

sosmsle contributions for verious veligious and charitable pusposes



TRUE HOUSE I8 GOVERNED DVawe

esethn Uovenent snd community apreesents aceepied by each with a willing benwt

esvconaensus on all major declslons end divections

soothree coovdinators (Jim Dyyne, Peter Edwerds, and Jool Kiblew) vhose headehip has
been tested and sccepted by the whole community and blessed by the Lord, vhoe have
an overail pastoral cave and goncers for True Yosse §n ivs spiritual and tomporal
dimengiony '

eeothree handmaids {Joan Edwards, 8re Marie Catherine Dlinger, Sr. Anne Valentyne)
set apart with the laying on of hands to chare ss women in the commnity in the
coordinatoras® cave end comeern

eve@ Variety of stewords and comnitiees chosen to teke yesponsibility fov specifie
srees of conmunity 1ife such as inftiation of new members, care of guests, music,
volunteer soxvices, and adolnistretion of our temporal nosgessions

LEGALLY, TRUE HOUSE I8...
ceell HONCPROfit, taweexerpt corporabion
conthe owner of four housses which are furnished and finonced through veeponsible
plenning and the generxosity of membars and fxlends

TRUE HOIBE WELOOMES oo
seoyour earnest prgvers that the Kingden of God moy be manifest in our widet
awolinancisl comtribuiions, which are tawededuciible; send checks to True House, Ine.,
Lox 26, Notre Dame, Indians 46356
svoguesisegy addvess Inguiries to John Hittinger, 1203 H. Notre Dame dvenue, South Beand,
Indiana 46617 (2119-234-35293
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£, IDEALS

True House is not an accident or a loose association of people
with similar eccentricities. It is a highly complex association of
young people with a very Jdeliberate common goal. They have banded
together in order to make it possible for one another to live a vital
Catholic Christianity in the modern world. True Fouse is a community
with a Jdefinite life style and order which has evolved as a result of
the efiorte of its members to follow faithfully the call of our Loxrd.,

it arose out of the effortgs of stulents at the University of
Notre Dame who had experienced a spiritual aswakening through the
charismatic renewal anl decired to enter more fully into the life

o Christ and to share their new-founid experience with others. They
began to discover that it was not easy to live an intense Christianits
at lotre Dame anl that there were serious intellectual obhstacles on
the part o young people 'to even hearing LJG Goupel let alone living
it out in an intense and meanvngmul way. That followed in the vears
after 1267 wag an increas vnq understanding of the makeup of modern
youth, liuch ot this came from personal expericnce and contact.

T%clr conclusgion was that young people today are closed to the Gospel
and Christianity in important ways, because they have had most of
their ileals and values formed by and in a secular culture. In o versy
real sense, the vounger generation hag been secularizel to a degree
inconce 1vabio to the older generation. Any effort to proclaim the
Gospel to most young Americans must not he viewed simply as an efiort
to awnlken Jull Catholics, but as an effort at Fundamental convergion. :
that is, to make them Catiolics. Ailthough a number of wvoung people
tolday are looking for answers to the problems of life, they are not,
generally speaking, open to pursuing them in the context of the
living Crurch. This distaste for the Church, her sacraments, her
teaching, and authority results from Formation by moWOrp oc¢
order to overcome it, a totally dirferent world view must he
to young peonle,

ety. In
given

it ig such a world view which True Fouse is secking to uncover
and share., As fully as pogsible, our community is seeking to grow
in its understanﬂing of the mysteries of Christ as rovoa1ed in the
Church., It is this task vhich gives meaning and purpose to all that
we are and Jldo, end it ig to this task that we have committed our
lives, money, and energy.

{I. HISTORY

True House hedan with the first stirrvings of the charismatic )
renewal at MNotre Dame in the spring oﬁ 1967° th :u”poses first
worked themgelves out in a crude f £ g 0l two studente,
Peter EZdvardg wn” James Bvrne, to try to Iivo out t3 gpiritual
awakening vhiclh the char iCDdCLC veno”nl mad brought to them and o
communicate U’uu others. In their efiiorts to persevere and grow in
grace, they bcgap co discover tl"’ the wregsure o studies, current
notions about Christ ianity, molern values, etc,, made it difdicult

ﬁ



‘for them to grow. Also, they Jdiscoverel that students with wihom they
ghiared their euperiences would often ezxpericence an awakening them-
selves, but woul.l not pregevere, Agailn and again, the pressure of
their environment, scepticism, or pergonal obstacles would prevent
them from entering into an: intense Christion iife, Gradually,
Edwards and Byrne hegan to discover the importance of an environment
which reinforcel an intense Christianity and a process of Formation
which enabled them to help others to aljust their ideag and ideals to
putting God and Hisg Kingdom firest,

In 1969, the two graduated from MNotre Dame and, atter pravers and
consultation with many others, decided to stay in South Bend in order
to make it vossible for others at Motre Dame to experience the fulness
Of God's life, They did so without any clear goals or means in mind,
trusting to the Lord'sg proviilence, Their trust seemed to them to °
nave been justified in that, within a month after their decision, Dr.
Herbert True, a laymon in South Bend, oiferel them the use of a house
for an apostolic center. They accepted it, naming the center "True
House." TFrom the fall of 1968 until the swaner of 1$70, the
apostolate continued out of True Fouse witl some moderate successes,

A variety oI programs were undertalen, incluling retreat worlk, door-
to~door vigitations in the halls at Notre Dame, flyers, etc. In
addition, some time was Jevoted to other apogtolic endeavors, usually
in connection with the charismatic renewal, either in South Bend or
arounl the country,

In the summer o 1970, though, they reached a turning point.
Thev could continue the apostolate they had hegun or toke an approach
wirlch would be immediately directed at builling up o community among
the students. After much prayer and discussion, they decildeld by
December, 1970, to attempt to form with seven others an intense
Christian community and to invest five vears in this effort in order
to see whether God woull bless it. From this point, they began to
share their vision with the young people with whom they had been
working. Some were attracted to thisg ideal of intense life; others
felt that they were not ready for it; still others felt thot they
woulild prefer to live a communal Christion life with another group
which wae forming in the South Bend area., By September, 1¢71, a group
oI twenty-one agreed upon a Covenant which Formulated their vision
anl desires for a comwon life asg Catholic Chrigtians, In the groun
were two Dominican nuns from Racine, Wisconsin, who had joined the
groun with their order's permission as an apostolic proiect, seven
Notre Dame graduates vho stayed on aiter graduation, and several who
had no contact with the University except through the group.

{IT. TRUE ZOUSE AT PRESENT

At precent, True Louse hasg seventy members. These include men
and women, stulents and working people, religious and laymen, young
families and individuals dedicatel to a celibhote vocation, two iaculty
members, two graduate students, o law student, and a C,?,A, TFourteen
are graduates of the University of Wotre Dame.

The order, lilje style and formation program oF True House are
adequately lescribed in the Covenant ond comunity agreements., .- -
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Tbcvo are Ulgns thut the LOfi.MS building gomotﬁlng nermanent
oamong ug in True reusc,\ ‘Although individuals are not being
/ encoufggea to make a lifetime cormitment at tlis noint, all‘oF us
feel gtrongly that God wants to estoabiish a COMhunLCV here for our
\ch1¢lroa'g cil;urona Steps are being taken, in this 1ong-runge
De“gmective, to %elb ‘ﬂQLiLQUGJU with vocational »lanning and to lay
foundations for adminig torlng o much larger community. True ouse
currently owms four houses south of Motre Dome campus, and otlwers of
its members own or rent houses in the same noighbor oolo Anotler
cncouruglng sign oi ”nutglna dovm roots" ig our multiplication in th
past year Zrom one to five married couples. e now have four small

-

\cL_eren uni expect three more hefore the end of 1973,

THe are gome oF che signs that this \eﬂperlment A great
B

Wi ~gacrifice and dedication of

tality ano potential. A spirit of sel:
a high Jdegree exists, and alre ealy a number of University graduates
nave decided to snend several vcurs of their lives here, Several

r—-l

wtaXrie! glVon up promising careers in order to devote themselves to the
vork of the apostolate, and several are ﬁeriousTv conuulerlng a
comuitpment to a life of celibacy. ALL in all, True House could
._w\mecowu a molel for 2 Catholic C?Llsci “n comwunltv in which a variety
 o¥ vocations exist and trenjtbbn one another and in which many of Lh@
niuca:cn trendu of mo¢orh uOC'OtV are e~dect7voly countered.




July 9, 1973
Brotners and Sisters in True House,

I wish to share a few thoughts of my own, as well as an exerpt from a Bishop's
document.v I share them in love, not in a condemning spirit, but out of a desire to
see True House grow into the fully Christian community the Lord has called us to be.

There are many areas in which we are called to administer our goods in a "Chris-
tian" way. But it seems that the purchasing of land and houses is the most domin-
ant one. That is to say, the purchasing and administering of houses,more than other
areas involving money and time, can determine whether or not our life style is a
fully Christian one--~both as a commnity and as individuals.

For instance, the fact that True House and members of True House will have
spent approximately $250,000 on the four houses it now "owns' by the time their
mortgages are paid off--this fact has and will tend to determine how we use our com -
munity money end our individual money and time.

We must ask it we are exercising that "sparingness" the Bishops and Pope have
called ug to. Are we administering our "goods in such a way that the Gospel is
proclaimed to the poor"? Are we sharing the material wealth we have?(ot just mone-
tary donations, but using our houses to proclaim the Gospel to the poor.) Or has
buying houses in a relatively twell-ofi" block kept us from both saving money and
being present to the predominantly poor people west of Notre Dame Avenue?

The purchasing of another house for a contract price of $50,000 would, over
time, cost at least oL times that figure. Uhat means we would have put $125,000
more money over 20-3%0 years into a supposedly "good investment"., Perhaps a real
estate man would consider it a good investment, for instance,to get the 1104 house
at that price, but as a Christian community will we use that house and our four
other houses ifor the lLord's work among the pooxr, as well as His work among students
and other young, predominantly white people that True House now serves?

Or would it be better to buy houses west of Notre lLame Avenue or in other
areas where we ¢an get houses of adequate size for only 1/5 or 1/4 the '"paid oft"
price of houses in the block where 1003, 918, and 1104 are located?

Over 20 years, four older, less expensive houses of comparable size in the
ipoorer” neighborhood would cost about #70,000, compared to the $250,000 that the
tour community houses will cost us. That is a difference of approximstely $180,000.,
o my mind, that gives us a lot of room to grow in "svaringness" without living as
though we were destitute. HFurthermore, where we live is itself a proclamation--both
to our neighborhood and to the many people in the country who are and will be rely-
ing on our leadership.

1 strongly recommend that Trge House not make more Yheavy investments' until we
have decided how we should be more sparing and how our goods and lives can more
clearly proclaim the Gospel to the poor. Because of our commitment to the community,
any decisions to buy houses affect the indi¢idual members' availability and financial
means to share with the poor. Theretore, the coordinators and elders should under-
stand and explain how we can rollow as a community the teachings of the Bishops on
justice and temporal possessions, betore we extend our financial liabilities any

more. .
Your brother in Christ,

7(9 2 7 ;26" THOME.
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